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NURSE: YouVe told me half a dozen times that Maurice

Tabret might have lived for years.
HARVESTER: So he might.  I can tell you now that it's a

blessing for everybody concerned with him that he

didn't.

NURSE: [Very deliberately.} Dr. Harvester, Maurice Tabret
was murdered.

HARVESTER: What are you talking about?

NURSE: Do you want me to repeat it? Maurice Tabtet was
murdered,

HARVESTER: Rubbish,

LICONDA: I daresay you're not quite yourself this morning*
Nurse. It's very natural. But you must try to be reason-
able. You oughtn't to say things that you can't possibly
mean.

NURSE: I'm in complete possession of my senses, Major
Liconda, and I know perfectly well what I'm saying.

LICONDA: Do you mean to say that you intended that
statement to be taken literally?

NURSE: Quite.

LICONDA: [Gravely.] It's a very serious one, you know.

NURSE: Fm aware of that.

HARVESTER: It's grotesque.

NURSE: YouVe known me for five years, Dr. Harvester.
Have I ever given you to imagine that Fm a neurotic
or hysterical woman, given to talking in a wild and
exaggerated way?

LICONDA: Let us listen to what Nurse Wayland has to say.
Do you mean by any chance that you are dissatisfied with
the way your patient was treated by Doctor Harvester?

HARVESTER: By George, that never occurred to me. Is that
it, Nurse? Don't hesitate to say anything you want to.
I shan't be in the least offended. I don't want to put on
any frills, and if there's anything that's making you